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New reprographic web sites can help
save time and money for your company

By Bruce
Wiener,
BW
Reprographics
LLC

sp

document management

In real estate development as in
most industries the speed of project
completion is directly correlated to
making timely and accurate deci-
sions, often with little room for
error. In developing a construction
project,these decisions are based
on quickly receiving and review-
ing accurate support information
generated  by the professionals in-
volved with the project.

On a daily basis the project  team
consisting of the architects, engi-
neers, construction firm, and trade
contractors, guide the owners di-
rection in building the project, pro-
viding recommendations for de-
sign  choices, technical analysis,
and achieving the best price from
bidding  the various project trades.

For more than 100 years the me-
dium used in exchanging  this
project information  has been in
creating, duplicating and transmit-
ting large format hard copy draw-
ings (blueprints) to small format
document specifications. To sup-
port this need of reproducing the
drawings and providing an inter
team delivery, the industry has re-
lied on the reprographic firm, which
has worked, increasingly with a
decentralized industry where
projects members are independant
parties often coordinating their ef-
forts accross different locations

To better support this flow of
information requirement, new tech-
nologies are significantly impact-
ing the way consultants exchange
information both internally and
with the project team. As increas-
ing amounts of information are cre-
ated electronically, real estate  com-
panies and their consultants must
continue to embrace software tech-
nologies that convert, store and
transmit information previously
transmitted in  paper format. These
abilities to tranfer files for review
rather than hard copy drawings are
making a major impact in acceler-
ating the project flow and con-
struction time.

One tool that has  improved the
speed of  transmitting design infor-
mation (drawings) between the
development project consultant is
the use of a virtual reprographic
web site. Built internally or hosted
by the reprographic firm, the
Internet based web site allows for
immediate design information up-
loads, real-time viewing, and online
ordering  of prints and specifica-
tions. The need for  traditional mes-

senger calls and pick up  of draw-
ings is greatly curtailed, signifi-
cantly reducing reproduction turn
around times which accelerates
design reviews and bidding time
tables. On demand ordering of
prints through the site creates a
significant saving for the owner
promoting a “less paper initiative.”
Reprographic quantities can be re-
duced through on demand order-
ing and increasing usage of elec-
tronic downloads.

These individualized and
passcode protected  websites will
also create a centralized long term
repository of an entire project’s
drawing inventory. An immedi-
ately retrieval archive of drawings
and specificationsfor are now cre-

ated for post project  use.
One example of a reprographic

website presently in use is for a
new building presently under con-
struction at 1600 Broadway. Led
by the owners own initiative, and a
click of a mouse, each of the con-
sultants email their drawing to the
BW Reprographics LLC staff who
uploads the  drawings to the “1600
Broadway’s”  centralized website
(electronic planroom).   Bid sets
are ordered at any time with the
requirements sent electronically to
BW’s shop for immediate repro-
ductions.

A chronology of the drawing re-
visions are stored indefinately, cre-
ating a progressive drawing reposi-
tory for the building’s owner

Sherwood Equities. In addition to
accelerating project information
flow with the use of the repro-
graphic web site, the industry can
also benefit through converting
existing hard copy information to
electronic data. Through scanning
existing drawings and, creating the
digital vault. Real estate firms can
enhance their responsiveness in-
ternally and with clients  with the
immediate availability of drawing
information. Hard copy conver-
sions can address such issues as
maintaining immediate back up for
disaster recovery, long distance
deliveries and alleviating the long
term costs for storing drawings, let
alone the hassle of often finding
old drawings.

Consider the benefit to a real
estate broker who can have imme-
diate access to a particular floor
plan  forwarding that information
in real time  to an awaiting perspec-
tive tenant. The conversion of docu-
ment and large format drawings
additionally takes on importance
in relation to future legal issues
that may arise during or after the
completion of a project. Signifi-
cant expense is presently mount-
ing for owners, construction firms
and other consultants when having
to locate very specific project docu-
mentation that is presently located
in an off site storage facility . The
sizable retrieval time expense alone
can be avoided when the drawings
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

P R O G R E S S I V E  S E R V I C E S   � T R A D I T I O N A L  V A L U E S

34 West 32nd Street 
New York, NY 10001

500 Valley Road 
Wayne, NJ 07470

212.643.0600  phone
212.643.0677  fax

E-mail: Customerservice@bwrepro.com
www.bwrepro.com

Highland Center 
Clarke Summit, PA 18411

228 East 45th Street 
New York, NY 10017

� Engineering bond � Color copying � Project uploads               
� Photocopy � Presentation boards � Online order entry          
� CAD plotting � Mounting � Trackable deliveries         
� IT support � File transfer � Technology consulting
� File conversion � Software integrations � Facilities management

WE’RE MOVING BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS

Now providing reprographics services for over a BILLION dollars worth of construction in the tri-state area

BW Repro can provide:

� Document Conversion Services to Create an Electronic File Cabinet

Pickup and Delivery
Scanning
Indexing
On-Site Facilities Management Turn-Key Services
On-Line Information Queries and Print Job Requests
Real-Time Document Storage, Control, and Distribution
Virtual 24/7 Information Availability (Access, View, and Print)


